[image: image1.emf]Tuscany Heights Elementary School PTA would like to extend an invitation to our neighbors at Canyon Ridge, Cibolo Green, Hardy Oak, Stone Oak, Hidden Forest, Vineyard Ranch, and Wilderness Oak Elementary Schools to attend our monthly special education breakfast meeting.  Our guest speaker will be Allegra Montemayor, M.A. (allegra.montemayor@utsa.edu)

 
Allegra Montemayor is a former Special Education teacher and currently a faculty member in the department of Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching (ILT) at the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA). She has taught a variety of upper-division courses in the department of Special Education. Currently, she is teaching undergraduate students in two courses this spring semester, one being an introduction to exceptionality and the other a practicum course into special education. She has also supervised student teachers in three different local districts, all placements in special education settings. Ms. Montemayor holds a Master's Degree in Special Education specializing in both high and low incidence disabilities. She is currently a full time second year PhD student. Her research interests are in autism spectrum disorders and instructional technology. She is interested in exploring research based strategies that facilitate the learning and development of communication for non-communicative children and exploring the role of technology in the learning of communication.
Title: Enhancing Communication Using Assistive Technology (Low-Tech and High-Tech) for Students with Disabilities

Description: This presentation will explore how implementing a low-tech research-based intervention called Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) can improve the learning of communication for students with disabilities. I will illustrate the application of PECS, provide examples and explain how this form of assistive technology can enhance and teach basic communication skills. In addition, I will explore the integration of technology to teach communication using high-tech devices such as Apple products including iPod Touch, iPhone and iPad, specifically using an app called Proloquo2Go. This presentation addresses students with disabilities, Pre-Kindergarten to high school. Bilingual included.

 
Date:               Friday, Jan 25th, 2013  Time: 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Place:              The Egg and I, 700 East Sonterra Blvd. (separate checks)
 
Seating is limited, so please RSVP to Tuscany Heights Special Ed PTA Chair Michelle Barber, mbarber71@satx.rr.com or Wendy Phillips, jphillips10@satx.rr.com.   
